Krauer is Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in Geneva; and Frank Hytten is the leading expert in human maternal physiology in pregnancy.
The book does not pretend to be a handbook of which drugs to prescribe in pregnancy. However, the authors do give a superb account of the factors which influence pharmacokinetics in pregnancy, followed by detailed information (where available) on the pharmacokinetics of all drugs that are likely to be used in pregnancy. Such information has not been available in one text before. The book should be available to all clinical pharmacologists, academic obstetricians and those interested in the physiology and medical problems of pregnancy. It is highly recommended and excellent value. MICHAEL The style is set by Professor Kaback, who reviews the burden caused by the kind of genetic and part-genetic conditions that are the object of prenatal diagnosis. He stresses that nearly 19 out of every 20 prenatal investigations for serious risk of abnormality show that the fetus in question is normal, so that not all news is bad. Far from it ... He also stresses that prenatal diagnosis cannot be universally applied, is strictly anomalyspecific, and that it must be seen in the context of expert genetic counselling, whose object is to look at all preventive options, not just prenatal diagnosis. The obstetric methods, as well as some of the laboratory techniques, are discussed, and the principles underlying the newer DNA analyses are clearly outlined. Chorionic villi sampling for first trimester diagnosis is briefly taken on, but by now experience of this field has moved considerably, though many problems, both technical and interpretational, still have to be solved. Excellent ultrasonic facilities before the biopsy allow appropriate selection of fetuses, and improve the outcome of the technique, by avoiding dead or dying conceptuses.
Of the many indications for prenatal diagnosis, the risk of chromosome anomalies is clearly spelled out. The sixty or so inborn errors diagnosable by 'enzyme-protein' studies are listed. The haemoglobinopathies are a clear example of the application of DNA technology to diagnosis, but, quite rightly, the limitations of DNA probes in some disorders, and the difficulties that may relate to the use of DNA studies which exploit linkage and often require family investigation are stressed. The success story of the prenatal diagnosis of neural tube defects in 'at risk' families, or of population screening, and the use of chemical and ultrasound techniques are all well covered. The vista of primary prevention (in this country) is also discussed. Ultrasound in the prenatal detection of congenital cardiovascular disease is emphasized: in 1000 high risk pregnancies, 26 abnormalities were predicted, 4 minor ones overlooked, and normality accurately assessed in the rest. The hard problems of the relatively common Duchennetype muscular dystrophy and cystic fibrosis (both childhood lethals) are still looking for a solution. A variety of other indications (fetal genetic skin diseases, genetic bone dysplasias, DNA repair defects, etc) are briefly presented. Fetal therapy and its future are outlined, and, finally, the social impact and implications of this relatively new area of diagnostic medicine are considered.
Altogether, an excellent volume, which gives good coverage of a field which is still moving rapidly in the direction of new techniques, new applications, greater accuracy of old methods, and earlier diagnosisthe last-named in particular being an especially desirable goal. PAUL Strasbourg, France) are backed by a suitably heavyweight international editorial board of 10 well-known surgeons. No doubt there are more papers seeking publication than there are spaces in the established main-line surgical journals. How-
